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ANDREW MCGROUNDHOG AND HIS SHADY SHADOW 
 

Written and illustrated by Peter J. Welling 
 
“Full of visual and literal humor.”              —Publishers Weekly 
 
“The cartoon illustrations will amuse.”                —School Library Journal 
 
“A highly recommended addition to any personal, school, or community library picture book collection 
for young readers.”                 —Children’s Bookwatch 
 
“A delightful and colorful story about how Groundhog Day might have come to be.”   

     —The Indianapolis Star 
 
“A good way to introduce children to Scotland and its vocabulary.”                              —Scottish Life 
 

Children know all about Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny, but have they ever heard about 
Andrew McGroundhog? In his new book, Peter J. Welling shares a story about how Groundhog 
Day came into existence with the help of a little Scottish groundhog and his shady shadow. This 
entertaining book also teaches children a few Gaelic words in the process. 
 

One day, Andrew McGroundhog climbed up Hadrian’s Heights to go fishing. As he was 
climbing, he repeatedly heard someone cry out and found that it was his shadow. His shadow 
was upset about being dragged up the mountain, dunked in the water, and stepped on by a pony. 
Andrew’s shadow wanted the groundhogs to hibernate because winter was too cold for shadows. 
Andrew then wondered when he could stop hibernating--his shadow said he would give a 
thumbs-up if it was springtime or would bonk him on the nose if it was winter. Even now, if the 
groundhogs don’t see the thumbs-up, they sleep for six more weeks.    
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Peter Welling is the father of four and grandfather of three. For many years he was the art 
director for Futures magazine and continues to contribute when he has free time. He is a regular 
columnist for Futures Mysterious Anthology Magazine and teaches writing and illustration 
courses for Indiana and Purdue Universities’ Continuing Education Program in Indianapolis. 
Welling was selected as a Distinguished Alumnus for the Liberal Arts and Sciences Division for 
2003 by Indiana University at South Bend and is an active member of the Society of Children’s 
Book Writers and Illustrators. He is the author and illustrator of six other books for young 
readers: Darlene Halloween and the Great Chicago Fire, Joe Van Der Katt and the Great 
Picket Fence, The Kvetch Who Stole Hanukkah, Justin Potemkin and the 500-Mile Race, 
Shawn O’Hisser, the Last Snake in Ireland, and Michael Le Soufflé and the April Fool, all 
published by Pelican. To learn more about Peter, visit his Web site at www.peterjwelling.com. 
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